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Abstract: 
       Slums are the result of urbanization. Due to the paucity of space, people coming to the city are seen 
living in small houses where space is available. Although slums are emerging in the city, there are many 
reasons responsible for such slums. After India became independent, the government adopted an 
industrial policy for development. Accordingly, as industries became established in big cities, people 
from rural areas started moving to cities for work. This increased the process of urbanization. As people 
from rural areas started moving to the city in large numbers, the city started to grow day by day and 
there was a shortage of space in such a city. Also, due to the huge increase in the cost of construction of 
houses, poor people cannot afford good houses in good places. In such a situation, these people encroach 
on the open space in the city from the point of view of housing. Whatever material is available there, 
huts are made from the same, that is, due to the centralization of industries, the problem of slums has 
arisen. In a city like Mumbai, 80 percent of the people are from rural areas. In this research paper, the 
social problem of slum expansion and social environmental pollution in India has been studied. 
Keywords: Social Pollution, Slums, Urbanization, Population Growth, Urban Development, Social 
Problems, Migration of People 
 
Introduction: 
         Slums in developing countries are a result of urban sprawl and industrialization. Slum is an area 
of poor people and houses. It is an unorganized sector, full of human waste. This is a comfortable zone 
for criminals, convicts, and abandoned people. Reasons for the development of slums include lack of 
housing in cities, unplanned growth of cities, paucity of resources, the need for many workers due to 
industrialization, and movement of people from villages to cities, etc. Slums can be classified into 
different categories based on ownership. 
         About seven crore people are forced to live in slums in the cities of India. However, 90 percent of 
people living in these slums have electricity and more than two-thirds have TVs. This matter has come 
to the fore in the first such survey in the country. The accounts of the households are also given in the 
report prepared by the Registrar General of India. The government has indicated taking concrete steps 
for the upliftment of slums. The government is going to plan the comprehensive development of these 
slums without any discrimination. According to the 2011 census, there are 1.73 crore slums in the 
country. About 70 percent of this population is in the cities of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh. Nearly a quarter (23.5 percent) of the urban 
population lived in slums in 2001, a decline of six percent. As per reports, 70 percent of the houses in 
these slums are owned by the residents while the rest are given on rent. More than 90 percent of 
households have electricity, and 66 percent have toilets. That is, there is no toilet on the premises of 
every third house. Regardless of the level of sanitation, 70 percent of households have a television and 
10 percent have a computer. About 64 percent of households have a mobile, while 4.8 percent have both 
a mobile and a landline. The survey was conducted only in those cities where there are municipalities 
or similar institutions. According to a survey by the 'National Service Scheme Ferry' (July 2012–
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December 2012), as of 2012, there were about 6,343 slums in Delhi, comprising one million households, 
where 52 percent of Delhi's total population lived. 
           Firstly, in 1957, a central plan was formulated and implemented for the eradication and 
improvement of slums in cities such as Ahmedabad, Pune, Mumbai, Nagpur, Kolkata, Chennai, 
Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad, Lucknow. Today it is being seen that the problem of slums has arisen in 
front of all the countries of the world. Today crores of rupees are being spent to improve such slums 
through various schemes. 
           The slum problem is seen in the city or it is a result of urbanization. In such slums, people live in 
a dense population. There seems to be a lack of air circulation and light in such settlements. Slums are 
injurious to health. Slums are harmful from the point of view of safety, morality, and the people living 
there. Housing construction in slums is of poor quality. Sewage, lighting, etc. are not available in such 
areas. Such slums are called by different names in different cities. 
           The migration of people from villages to cities has increased in the last two decades, making it 
difficult for people to stay in villages to get proper employment, education, and medical treatment. Due 
to the loss in agriculture, people leave agriculture and come to cities in search of employment. According 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, if given a choice, 40 percent of the people dependent on agriculture would 
leave farming immediately as the input costs in agriculture are rising. So, people come to the city to earn 
and then are forced to live in slums. Most of the slums are on government land. A slum can be defined 
as a residential area where housing is not in good condition, narrow or dilapidated road system, lack of 
electricity and sanitation, and lack of a clean environment. Hence slums are not suitable for a healthy 
and balanced life for human beings.   
Research Methodology: 
Sources of Data:  
The research paper has depended on secondary data.  
Objective of Research: 

1) To study the social problem of slums expansion in India. 
2) To study social environmental pollution in the slums of India. 

Need of the Study: 
         The surrounding environment in slums is dirty and hazardous to health. There is a pile of filth on 
the road. Due to the lack of a sewage system, dirty water flows in the streets. Without toilets and urinals, 
the empire of filth is spread everywhere. The streets are littered with garbage, the houses are made of 
dilapidated, dilapidated thatch, sails, etc. Stray dogs, animals, and pigs have become. Overall, the 
atmosphere here is hot and full of criminal activities. A slum is not simply an unhealthy environment. 
Social pollution is also found in large quantities. Alcoholism, gambling, brothels, impiety, immorality, 
and prostitution are rampant here. Social pollution in the form of unemployment, helplessness, 
malnutrition, the rising rate of incurable diseases, and hunger can also be seen in such slums. All this is 
dangerous for society, so there is a need for research on this subject so that this type of social problem 
can be resolved.  
Expansion of Slums and Social Environmental Pollution a Social Problem in India:           
           We get to see a special kind of lifestyle developed by the people in slums, which we call slum 
culture. In this, the use of abusive words in the simple language of impure mixed language, the use of 
specific obscene words, the specific living conditions, the lack of innate sentimentality, and the specific 
effect of cinema on the clothes, hairstyles, youth, here the youth live in a dreamy environment. It is a 
group of half-educated and uneducated people. Here the influence of superstition is especially 
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noticeable. Amulets, Mantra-Tantra Yajna, Baba-Ojha, tree-flower, etc. things are an integral part of 
their life. A lifestyle with different aspects and qualities like filth, laziness, hatred, illiteracy, ignorance, 
poverty, immorality, and disease is seen to develop here. 
          If we throw light on the social life in slums, we will see the gulf between civilized and uncivilized 
society. There is always an atmosphere of struggle in the slums. Quarrels are always seen over such 
small things. Sometimes this trivial reason leads to a terrible disaster. Fights, murders, and such deadly 
things keep on happening. The business of thieves, gambling, liquor distilleries, prostitution, 
hooliganism, etc. goes on at this place. Of course, there is always an atmosphere of conflict in the slums. 
Immorality juvenile delinquency is a distinctive feature of this township. 
          The structure of the slum is not planned. That's why the design of the house here seems strange. 
The houses here are not in a straight line or space is left behind the house. 8 to 10 people are seen living 
in a small house. Outside there is not enough air or sunlight. A clear picture of abject poverty is embodied 
here. Order and cleanliness are nowhere to be seen. A slum is thus a unique picture of human society. 
          Slums are home to various crimes. The conditions here promote crime. As all the unacceptable 
behavior in society is prevalent in the slums, the girls feel that this type of behavior is acceptable and 
they try to behave accordingly and criminal tendencies develop in them. Slum is the living and hiding 
place of gangsters, thieves, and frequent criminals. Not all people living in slums are bad, but you can 
see that this environment affects them too. Not only this, they appear to be undisclosed training centers 
that teach children to commit crimes. This is how slums are seen in India. 
           If we consider the population of the last few decades, we find that the population of India is 
increasing rapidly. The rate of population growth is higher in rural areas than in urban areas. In rural 
areas, such many people cannot sustain themselves through agriculture. That is why these people move 
to the city in search of work. In such a situation, people from rural areas come to the city every day. 
There is also limited land in the city. As more and more people come to live on such limited land, the 
cost of land increases enormously, so these additional people coming to the city start living densely on 
the available land. 
           In the post-independence era, the process of urbanization accelerated in India and the cities and 
their people became crowded. Given the movement of people coming from outside, the government and 
the local administration should have paid attention to the city. But the administration has turned a blind 
eye to it. No planning was done. Due to this, slums were formed in many places and when the problem 
of these slums became very serious, the government woke up. Just as our mouths water when a disease 
gets out of control, so is the condition of slums. If attention had been paid to city and town planning in 
time, this turn would not have come today. Today clean and grand settlements are seen in many cities 
and slums are also seen right next to them. Nudity and chivalry are seen together. Had the slums also 
been planned, the severity of their problem would have been reduced, i.e. lack of planning is also a 
reason for the formation of slums. 
          Poverty and unemployment are also responsible for the formation of slums. Due to poverty and 
unemployment, people leave their native places and go to the city. The exorbitant cost of housing in the 
city is beyond the reach of the poor, forcing them to resort to slums. Being unemployed does not make 
them much and lack of income leads to poverty, helplessness, and indebtedness. In such a situation, the 
condition of the poor gets worse. Then they must choose huts and shanties for shelter. Living in a nice 
house is a dream for people living in poverty. 
         The problem of slums is serious. It hurts social life. At the same time, several basic questions arise. 
Slums and their surrounding environment are hazardous to health. The environment here is dangerous 
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for health due to the accumulated filth, piles of garbage, accumulated puddles, loose animals, children's 
urine dirt, the sewage flowing from the streets, etc. Malaria, cholera, plague, and other diseases start 
from here. Immorality increases the chances of getting sexually transmitted diseases. Poverty and 
unemployment lead to malnutrition, hunger, poor diet, and poor health. Impure air, water, and noise 
pollution also have a bad effect on the health of the people here. 
           Slums are the dens of crime and juvenile delinquency. However, this does not mean that crime 
does not happen in other civilized communities. Today the rate of crime is increasing even among those 
who call themselves civilized and modern. In the name of fashion and modernity, black money, 
corruption, immorality, and obscenity are increasing in this society. Such crimes are always seen 
happening in slums. Poverty, helplessness, unemployment, humiliation, etc. are responsible for this. 
Gangsters, drunkards, gamblers, and adulterers are more common here. It is part of life here. That is 
why it can be called slum culture. Since children are socialized according to this culture, juvenile 
delinquency is also encouraged there. Even children are seen committing petty crimes. At the same time, 
they seem to imbibe the culture of the slum itself. The way he will be socialized and he will behave like 
that. 
         Personality is the balanced development of body, intellect, and mind. Such personality 
development requires a suitable environment. A good diet and exercise are needed for the body to heal 
and stay healthy. It is necessary to have a good education system for the development of intelligence. 
Good culture is needed to develop a benevolent, peaceful, non-violent, and self-sacrificing attitude. 
Slums lack all the above three facilities. Therefore, a large section of society remains deprived of the 
proper development of its personality. Children are not properly socialized here. These children consider 
socially unacceptable behavior as socially acceptable behavior and behave accordingly. The knowledge, 
skills, art, and creativity of the people here do not benefit society. Everyone wants to live well. But it 
cannot come out because of our social status. In the words of Oscar Lewis, these people cannot develop 
because of a culture of poverty. 
         There is a lack of moral and family control in slums. Due to the proximity of the house and the 
hut, one can easily see the movement in the other's houses. Apart from this, the charm of urban life 
attracts children, people are helpless due to lack of money. These feelings of youth are taken undue 
advantage of by the people and make many girls prostitutes. Here many girls secretly sell their bodies. 
Some trade in prostitution in the open. Many girls work as call girls. Sexually transmitted diseases are 
spread by having sex with many men. In the present times, AIDS has scared people. Prostitution is more 
prevalent in slums. But in this context Dr. Mehta's experience is different. They say that prostitution is 
more prevalent in other areas than in slums. It has been found that the disease of making easy money is 
affecting even the people of civilized society. Due to such unprotected sex, various types of hidden 
diseases are found in many women. 
         The breakdown of families is more in slums. Family breakdown has a bad effect on all the family 
members and relatives. People here are suffering from various problems like unemployment, poverty, 
helplessness, stress, and hunger. Due to the increase in the number of children, the income of the family 
decreases. Anxiety builds up and eventually, anxiety takes over. The death of an earning member in the 
family is like lightning striking the family. Children become orphans. Men raise their hands on women 
for small things. This sometimes leads to femicide. Then in that situation, the children become orphans. 
External relations of man or woman also lead the family towards the abyss. Many such women are killed 
or divorced as suspect wives. As a woman alone, few other social people take advantage of her 
vulnerability. If a single man turns to prostitution to meet his sexual needs, then overall slums constitute 
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a large proportion of such broken families.  
 
Conclusion: 
         The government should aim to provide socio-economic infrastructure, increase livelihood options 
for the people and build houses only for slum dwellers. For effective urban planning, rights-based 
housing and population policies and the right to a clean environment must be established at all levels. 
These policies should be directed towards inclusive cities and poverty alleviation. To avoid future 
problems, the focus should be on income generation, transportation, and empowerment of beneficiaries. 
Solutions to these problems should be found at the local level only. Hospitals, toilets, and schools should 
be arranged in the surrounding areas so that the people of these settlements can get basic facilities. The 
best solution is to employ such people in their native environment. Migration will also stop because of 
this, otherwise, the number will increase day by day. Almost every sector of society is affected by the 
phenomenon called corruption. Some provision has been made for slum clearance by the government 
as well in many schemes. But due to corruption, the money vanishes in between, and the fate of the poor 
increases in poverty. The program concluded with the expenditure of the money received for the 
eradication of slums. The ignorance of the people is also responsible for this. We see that the problem 
of slums has arisen due to corrupt politicians, dishonest lazy officials, and ignorant and careless people.    
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ABSTRACT 

 

World is becoming Global Village, National identity is sinking very fast in the process of Globalization. 

Preservation National Identity is of utmost importance, every country must try to maintain their identity to 

survive; else Identity and independence will be at question. Concept of Nation will become obsolete and 

Developed countries take control of rest of the world. Hence Concept of Nation building is of importance,  

In the context of India, British invasion force India to unite and their exploitative policy led to rise of 

nationalism and after Independence Constructive steps by makers of constitution have made provision for 

nation building but post-independence era encountered with some separatist movement like khalistan etc., 

Nation building process is lagging behind in actual sense, Serious and urgent steps are mandatory to survive in 

this globalized word hence sustainable and inclusive development is necessary along with special emphasis 

Maintenance of national identity.  

 

Keywords- National identity, Nation building, sustainable and inclusive development 

Objectives of the Study:  

1. To develop complete understanding of Nation building Concept. 

2. To examine and analyze issues and challenges in Nation Building Process.  

3. To Overview important factors in Nation Building Process.  

4. To evaluate relevance of Nation in Globalize world. 

5. To identify hindrances in Nation Building Process. 

6. To search importance of Nation in Modern world. 

Research Methodology:- Exploratory and analytical research methodologies have been used to explore 

Concept of Nation Building. The paper is designed with secondary sources, academic articles, online journals 

and self-observations, books etc. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Why Concept of Nation and Nation building is 

important in this globalized world, World has become 

Global Village; National identity is submerging very 

fast in this era of Globalization. National Identity 

should be given utmost importance,  countries are 

losing their. Hence Concept of Nation building is of 

importance. 

Concept of Nation- A nation is a community of 

people formed on the basis of a combination of shared 

http://www.ijsrst.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community
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features such as language, history, ethnicity, culture 

and territory. 

Guibernau (1996, p. 47) has defined the nation as: 8a 
human group conscious of forming a community, 

sharing a common culture, attached to a clearly 

demarcated territory, having a common past and a 

common project for the future and claiming the right 

to rule itself9. So awareness, territory, history and 

culture, language and religion all matter. 

Nation is a broader Concept, Concept of nation is not 

merely restricted to geographical boundaries but 

extend up to emotional and psychological dimensions. 

Physical territory or physical infrastructure does not 

completely define Nation rather emotional and 

psychological and other aspect creates complete 

picture,  

 

Concept of Nation Building- Nation-building is 

constructing or structuring a national identity using 

the power of the state.  Nation-building aims at the 

unification of the people within the state so that it 

remains politically stable and viable in the long run. 

Nation-building also includes the creation of  such 

as flags, anthems,  national languages, process of 

Nation building does not merely limited to 

constitution making, functioning of various of 

agencies, rather it is directly related to Development 

process,  

In the Globalized world Identity of Nation is getting 

blurred due to globalization process and rise of 

International level organization like United Nation, 

WTO.  Further making this task easier. Countries are 

rapidly merging and has become Global village, 

upsurge in the technological development, 

advancement in communication and business 

expansion has brought rest of the world much more 

closure, world is sinking very fast hence  it is very 

essential to have separate, distinct independent 

identity of each nation, sovereignty of country should 

be given topmost priority. National identity should 

not get submerged with world that should remain 

intact and it is better for whole world to maintain 

diversity and existence of Nation. 

Foreign and colonial Invasion has disturbed the fabric 

of Nation Outside elements further tried to create 

havoc and change the very course of nation, slowly 

due to this foreign invasion nationalism movement 

began to take shape and rise strong adverse condition 

has force people to gather and be a part of movements 

and fight for their rights. In this way strong form of 

Nationalism has taken shape in history 

In the context of India Invasion of colonial rule was 

instrumental in the rise of strong form of nationalism, 

their exploitative and brutal policy force India to 

come together and unite for their freedom, 

irrespective of various differences like culture, 

religion, caste, region, concept of nation surfaced, 

whole country gathered for the common problem 

they faced and began to work towards single goal i.e. 

Independence.  Social movement all over India taken 

shape in their respective region for Independence and 

this led to rise of nationalism Indian people dreamed 

about separate nation and this national movement 

resulted in Independence.        After independence 

freedom fighter and Nation builders tried to build 

nation of their dream through process like making of 

constitution . Constitutional provision was framed in 

such manner that detailed description of territory 

land, people was incorporated, and other provision 

was inserted to make assure that no one could not get 

scope to secede.                 

Constitution holds whole country together to build 

nation and this was the foundation for nation 

building process and nation began to take shape, but 

was this steps enough to a build Nation? If we look at 

post- independence history many separatist 

movements has taken place, movement of khalistan is 

one of such examples, then question arise what makes 

such separatist movement to rise? What makes this 

types movement to surface or upsurge?  If we try to 

look at the reason behind this we probably find 

several reasons behind that for instances religious 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_identity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_(polity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_language
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fundamentalism, regionalism, underdevelopment, etc. 

were the reason which has disturbed very fabrics of 

nation. This has made India to rethink about National 

unity. Then question arises Do we have Concept of 

nation in India in actual sense? Patriotic Feeling 

towards our country is not as strong as we find in 

other country,  serious measures need to be taken 

towards Nation building then another question 

surface, What needs to be done to make convert 

country into nation?   

Developing country like India surrounded by various 

problems like Corruption, Unemployment, illiteracy, 

Population, Poverty, cast and religious issues, 

communal riots, economical backwardness, weak 

health system, these problems weakens nation 

building process, Country like India having several 

challenges are more prone and susceptible to 

deteriorate national fabric and further detrimental to 

nation building process.   

Nation building requires strong foundation and strict 

implementation of law, support of citizens, patriotic 

feeling, balance development, any nation to form 

requires skilled and educated population, socio-

economic development, physical development  

merely infrastructural development will not suffice, 

Quality and value-base education, strong health 

system, environmental protection, economic growth, 

nation character, Overall development is necessary 

for nation to develop, Nation building is a crucial 

process requires proper planning and implementation 

of policy. Constitutional provisions are not sufficient 

proper functioning of machinery or agency, 

controlling mechanism, and mission oriented 

approach, sustainable development approach are 

necessary. Nation building is a multidimensional 

concept holistic development is prerequisite in nation 

building process. Country like India having Multi-

religious, Multicultural, Multi-linguistic, Multi-caste, 

Multi-class, and regional groups structure to bind 

such a diverse section together is a difficult task, 

Makers of Constitution have carefully drafted 

provision to build India together (Article 3) with 

specifying boundaries and detailed provisions and 

adoption of  strong center, but in real sense have we 

achieved nation building is question need to be asked 

again and again. We are far behind to achieve nation 

building in actual sense. Development from various 

corners is necessary various vulnerable sections like 

women, backward sections needs to be incorporated. 

Sustainable and  inclusive development is the need of 

hour then only national & patriotic feeling will gets 

inculcated in every citizens mind else nation building 

will be superficial without gravity. Citizens must feel 

proud identifying with Nation and that will come 

with overall development and prosperity. India must 

strive towards Nation building through emotional and 

psychological level too then only it will persist 

lifelong and strong form of nation building will be 

visible. 

Maintenance of national identity is a serious 

challenge now a day due the process of Globalization, 

Special effort need to be taken of Nation building for 

existence. 
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